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clamouring for the restoration of the monarchy.   A
wise leadership of state has to act immediately......"

He looked round. The members of the Council
were apparently all absorbed in profound thought,

" It will perhaps be necessary," Yuan Shi Kai said,
and the worried and grieving expression on his fat
face grew in intensity, "to find another apt person
who in the meantime could accept the title of
Emperor. But I don't know anybody worthy of this
high honour and able to withstand its strain,"

There was a long silence. Then a timid old man,
a trembling creature of Yuan Shi Kai said in a thin,
hoary voice:

"Perhaps if one would propose your name,
Excellency, I mean, there is a possibility........"

Yuan Shi Kai remained silent and wriggled his fat
body defensively from one side to the other. The old
man stopped, confused. Yuan Shi Kai looked at the
others.

" Yes," they said.   " Perhaps one really could___''

Yuan Shi Kai rose. He looked at the ceiling, and
the worried expression on his face became still more
intense.

"I cannot oppose the will of my people. As my
people clamour for it so impatiently, I shall have to
bring this sacrifice......"

Then he sat down, grinning.

At least a sham legal procedure was necessary to
make Yuan Shi Kai whose ancestors never had ruled,
Emperor while the lawful Emperor, Hsuang Tung,
-was still alive and to give the new Emperor Yuan
Shi Kai the authority to break up the Parliament